AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame
APPLICATION FORM

Person submitting this application

Name NDENEN  Coompss / Laadhe CoOMBS / Rk, CoathiRS
Address \ \}\‘Sm e R\O

City _ORL ARSTOLLINWY State ___ AV Zip _ 2D

Telephone 2. LV oty Email __Ac,@mmm AN

Relationship to applicant MS& oW Eu:xsg.g “\xmcn-\'s SO
Y DEQRURLITRNIGE

Applicant information

Full name RN DEvTtow)

Nickname (if applicable) W AMWIO RNRRENAS D!

Current address AN SR TRVt CoONNTY

City AN State __ B\ Zip _Q\W\O

Phone _Q\ORXR MM, NAS Email _ S esho o aa\ . COMN

Birth date _ NAQREMW, 25 \NS Date of death (if applicable) 3

AMA number__ QAS\2RAO Hometown and state (if different from current)

Era of accomplishment?  Pre-1940s  1940s  1950s  1960s  1970s @ 2000s

Please select the category(s) in which you feel the applicant achieved the greatest prominence. (See next page for category descriptions.)

Non-competition categories
Q Ambassador/Industry U Design/Engineering O Leadership/Motorcycle Rights Advocates

Competition categories

QDirt Track . .Motocross/Supercross 0 Off-Road O Roadracing  J{ Specialty Competition RV IRL

The applicant has achieved prominence primarily at what level? SN e

Q Local QO Regional K National  Q International 0O World W \\N
B National Championships titles and National Championship event wins

International Championship titles and
World Championships titles and World Championship event wins

International Championship event wins

Please provide with this submission form:

1. A short biography describing the applicant’s role in his or her field of expertise and the specific lasting impact the applicant made to
American motorcycling.

2. An original or equal-quality photograph of the applicant that clearly shows his or her face.

3. Support materials and copies of media coverage highlighting the applicant's achievements.

Questions? Wad er at (614) 856-1900.
Slgned

Date:_ e \> 1To\A

Mail application form to:

Attn: Bob Chaddock Applications must be received by Dec. 31 of each year
AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame to be included in for the following year's ballot.
Motorcycle Hall of Fame Applications Submissions become the property of the American
13515 Yarmouth Drive Motorcycle Heritage Foundation.
Pickerington, OH 43147
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122 Vista del Rio Drive | Morgantown, WV 26508 | 304.284.0101 tel | 888.339.9416 fax | www.mxsportsproracing.com

October 31, 2011

Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum
13515 Yarmouth Drive
Pickerington, OH 43147

Re:  Nomination of Gary Denton
Dear Committee,

We would like to take this opportunity to place in nomination, eight-time AMA/ATVA
National Champion, Gary Denton, for consideration as a 2012 Inductee into the
Motorcycle Hall of Fame.

For more than four decades, All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) have been the vehicle of choice
for millions of individuals within the US community of off-highway vehicle recreational
enthusiasts. These vehicles have evolved from low-performance, three-wheeled,
recreational products in the early 1970°s, to the highly developed sport, utility and
competition four-wheeled machines that are available today.

As these machines evolved technologically, the sport of ATV Motocross grew with
market sales, and in 1983 the AMA formally recognized ATV motocross, flat track and
cross-country competitions within the sanctioning structure of the association. The
following year, the first National Championship Professional and Amateur ATV
competition programs were developed and implemented inside the AMA’s ATV affiliate
organization, now known as ATVA. These programs have run annually and have
crowned amateur and professional champions every year since 1984.

Since this formal recognition of ATV competition by the AMA nearly 30 years ago,
thousands of ATV riders have competed for event wins and series titles in ATVA
Sanctioned National Championship programs. However while the ATV market and the
sport of ATV racing has experienced highs and lows throughout that time, one individual
never stopped fighting to keep the sport of ATV racing alive. On the track, Gary Denton
stands out in history for his remarkable achievement of eight-consecutive AMA/ATVA
National Championships. While competing first as a privateer and then as a full factory
rider for some of the greatest teams in the history of the sport, Gary Denton,
demonstrated an unequaled dominance of the sport of Professional ATV competition,
winning the AMA/ATV A National Championship every year from 1987 to 1994.




Moreover, Denton introduced a level of professionalism and promotion to a sport in its
infancy, becoming one of the first stars of four-wheeled racing in the 1980s. When the
sport experienced a lull through the early 1990s, Denton was there with his relentless
promotion, running privateer teams with a factory look and feel, and helping keep ATV
racing at a high profile within the industry. It’s very possible that ATV Motocross would
not have survived at all had Denton not placed the sport on his back and promoted it as its
greatest champion.

While it might seem odd to some two-wheel enthusiasts to find a four-wheeled
rider/athlete appropriate for induction into the Motorcycle Hall of Fame, it’s important to
recognize the massive contribution ATV have made to the motorcycle industry. The
millions of ATVs sold over the past 40 years have played a major role in helping to keep
a strong motorcycle dealer network in the United States. More importantly, for nearly 30
years, ATV competitors and ATV competition programs have been part of the family of
AMA sanctioned activities.

In recognition of the significant competition accomplishments of Gary Denton, and his
significant contribution to the sport of AMA/ATVA ATV racing, I hope that you will
provide your courteous and full consideration for adding Gary Denton to the elite and
exclusive list of individuals already recognized as members of the Hall of Fame.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Q_j B Q““&bp

Carrie Coombs,
CFO, MX Sports Pro Racing

Enclosures:
Nomination form
Biography
Head Shot of Gary Denton
Race Photos
Gary Denton Trading Card
Various magazine articles featuring Gary Denton
Various magazine ads featuring Gary Denton



Motorcycle Hall of Fame Nomination Form

1. Person submitting nomination:
Name: _C QWVRN\E ConnBs MX SPob®s PRo Ribainss
Address: _\ 202, NASTR e Do
City, State, ZIP: __N\OBoMSTIND, LN D loScf
Phone: ok 2 oo

E-mail: CARORVNE @ O RCLTS . Cave

2. Nominee information
Name: SRRY  Dautow)
Birth Date: /245 AAS® Date of Death (if applicable): -
Address: D Riavoeed QD
City, State, ZIP: _ OBWANS Q0 ATNN2N
Phone: QO Ay \ LS

E-mail: %sﬁg bﬁb@ &osg,§\gggg& CADNS , SO

Contact information for family members (if deceased) and anyone owning
significant artifacts relating to nominee (motorcycles, trophies, memorabilia, etc.).
Attach additional sheets if needed.

The nominee has achieved prominence primarily at what level?
O Local O Regionat 'W\lational O International

Motorcycle categories the nominee fits best (See next page for category descriplions)

0 Ambassador/Promoter O Leadership/Motorcycle O Pioneer

O At Large/Industry Rights Advocates O Road Racing

O Design & Engineering ) Motocross/Supercross KSpecialty Competition
O Dirt Track O Off Road

3. Required support materials (must be retumed with completed nomination)

a. One photograph of nominee (no photo copies please).

b. Statistics, race results, articles and/or news releases about the nominee.

c. Letters of reference noting impact nominee had in his/her field of expertise
and on peers.

d. A short biography describing the nominee's role in his/her field of expertise,
the nominee’s specific significant contributions to American motorcycling,
and the time period in which the nominee was most activefinfluential.

4. Send nomination form and support materials to:

Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum
13515 Yarmouth Drive, Pickerington, Ohio 43147

Nominations must be received by October 31, 2007.
Please call (614) 856-2222 if you have any questions.




GARY DENTON
2012 Hall of Fame Nomination

It’s not uncommon for one athlete to dominate a sport to the tune of multiple wins and
championships, but only the rare star can go beyond the call and transcend his sport,
creating growth and building his profession on his own back.

From 1987 through 1994, Gary Denton collected the AMA/ATVA National
Championship eight times. No other ATV rider has come close to Denton’s
championship take, making his career resume easily the most impressive in the history of
ATV racing. In addition, Denton helped grow the sport through his professionalism and
promotion, guiding ATV racing through its dark days and carrying toward today’s era of
factory teams. If not for Denton’s push through the 1980s and 1990s, the sport may not
be as successful as it is today.

Denton was raised in Chino, California as a motocross racer on two-wheels, taking tenth
overall in the 1981 AMA 125cc National Motocross Championship, and following it with
seventh overall in 1982. By 1985 Denton took a stab at racing Suzuki’s radical new four-
wheeled motocross machine, the LT250R QuadRacer. He immediately began winning
races, and the lore of Denton, nicknamed the “Chino Charger” was born.

Following the growth of ATV riding and racing, the AMA sanctioned the first ATV
National Championship in 1984, and eventually created a separate division for ATV
riders, today known as the ATVA. By 1987, ATV racing had grown to include factory-
backed efforts by Suzuki, Honda and Kawasaki. Suzuki built their 1987 team around
Denton, and he promptly delivered a championship in the team’s first crack.
Unfortunately, safety concerns regarding ATVs—based mostly on the original three-
wheeled variety—led the ATV manufacturers to back away from supporting ATV racing.
By 1988, Denton’s factory Suzuki team was gone, and he’d have to defending the
championship on his own.

Denton kept going. He built a solid effort riding Hondas in the motocross events and
Suzukis in the TT and flat track races. He repeated as champion and continued to build
his effort, not only reeling in more wins and titles, but additional sponsors. In the lean
years that followed 1988’s ATV safety fallout, Denton remained a constant star, never
wavering from his support or commitment to the sport.

Denton was also adept at developing equipment, a key factor considering the factories
were no longer producing race-ready ATVs off the showroom floor. Each season, he
would show up with a more innovative machine, helping advance the sport. His mechanic
Wayne Hinson developed a heavy-duty clutch system that was better able to withstand
the abuse of an ATV, which produced more strain on the driveline than a two-wheeled
motocross bike. Eventually, the Hinson clutch basket was adopted by the two wheeled
set, and the product Denton and Hinson developed in the 1990s for ATVs is now a
common upgrade for top motorcycle teams, as well.



Most importantly, while Denton was racking up championships, he served as a constant
promoter of his sport, creating a privateer effort that looked every bit like a factory team.
His constant appearances in ATV magazines and videos helped promote ATV racing to
the recreational side of the sport. By 1994, he had won his eighth-straight AMA/ATVA
National Championship, a record that may never be broken.

While it may seem strange to select a champion of four-wheels for nomination into the
AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, ATVs have made a tremendous contribution to the
industry through millions of sales over a 40-year period, sales that help keep motorcycle
dealerships and manufacturers afloat, and off-road riding and racing facilities open. And
of all the thousands of ATV racers that have competed in AMA-sanctioned events over
the last 30 years, there’s little doubt that Denton is the sport’s greatest champion both on
and off the track.



HISTORY OF ATVIVIX

Launched in 1985, the series grew almost overnight due to the popularity of three and four wheel
ATVs. Three-wheelers were the favored machine, leaving the four wheel Pro class small and without a
National Champion in its first year of the series. Unfortunately, due to the three-wheeler safety concerns
by the CPSC, the series began to struggle in the late ‘80s, which resulted in the mass exodus of riders
and factory support which stalled the growth of ATV racing and the series for over ten years. During
that time dedicated riders, loyal promoters and aftermarket companies of the sport kept the series
active and successful producing pro, amateur and youth National Champions year after year. At the
dawn of the millennium, new light began to shine on the ATV industry and tremendous support began
to move the series forward, well beyond the original success of the ‘80s. Average participation grew
over 200% since the movement, turning it into one of the fastest growing segments of the motorsports
industry. Although the series has always offered a Pro class, it was not until 2007 that it gained official
AMA Pro Racing recognition, adding just another notch of prestige to the series.

PRO GHAMPIONS

2013: Chad Wienen (MX) - Galena, IL (YAM)

2012: Chad Wienen (MX) - Galena, IL. (YAM)

2011: John Natalie, Jr. (MX) - Houtzdale, PA (CAN)
2010: Josh Creamer (MX) - North Stonington, CT (SUZ)
2009: Dustin Wimmer (MX) - Center Valley, PA (SUZ)
2008: Dustin Wimmer (MX) - Center Valley, PA (SUZ)
2007: Joe Byrd (MX) - Union City, TN (HON)

2006: Joe Byrd (MX) - Union City, TN (HON)

2005: John Natalie, Jr. (MX) - Houtzdale, PA (HON)
2004: Doug Gust (MX) - Salem, WI (SUZ)

2003: Doug Gust (Prod. MX) - Salem, WI (SUZ)

2003: Jeremiah Jones (250 MX) - Bowling Green, KY (LAE)

2002: Tim Famr (MX) - Massillon, OH (LAE)

2001: Jeremiah Jones (GNC) - Bowling Green, KY (LAE)
2001: Jeremiah Jones (MX) - Bowling Green, KY (LAE)
2000: Travis Spader (GNC}) - Brick, NJ (ROL)

2000: Jeremiah Jones (MX) - Bowling Green, KY (LAE)
1999: Doug Gust (GNC) - Salem, WI (HON)

1998: Tim Farr (GNC) - Canton, OH (LAE)

1997: Shane Hitt (GNC) - Buckhannon, WV (LAE)
1996: Tim Farr (GNC) - Canton, OH (HON)

1995; Tim Farr (GNC) - Canton, OH (HON)

1994: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON)
1993: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON)
1992: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON)
1991: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON)
1990: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON)
1989: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON)
1988: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (HON/SUZ)
1987: Gary Denton (GNC) - Chino, CA (SUZ)
1986: Rodney Gentry (GNC) - Redding, FL (HON)
1985: No Pro ATV 4-Wheel Champion Crowned

Note: From 1985-2001, the series was called the Grand National Championship (GNC) Series, which included both motocross
and dirt track events. In 2002, the series split into two seperate championships.
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' OUTDOOR MOTOCROSS

e =

"REDBUD-xaTionsL |

Gary Denton just keeps marching on

Lotsa traction: The 250A class blasts into
the heavy, groomed first turn with former
mini stars Justin White (15) and Harold
“The Bumblebee” Goodman (708) leading
the way.

== Freight train: Greg Stuart (4) and
Travis Spader (30) were on the gas big-
time trying to catch Denton in the sec-
ond moto. Stuart’s 2-3 moto score gave
him third overall, while Spader’s 2-4 put
him in fourth.

Supercross style: lowa’s Mark Burns gets
crossed up and crazy as he takes the 500
Pro/Am checkers in first place. ¥~

O There are quile a tew good
molocross tracks in this counliv. Some
stand out for one purlicular obstacle or
reason, but only a select few can be
considered classics. Tc be considered
a classic, a trock must combine sever-
al different attributes, including an
excellen! layoul, a professional staff
and program and o rich history. The
track in Red Bud, Mihigan, fits the biil
and huas heen u slop for the AMA
Grand National Quadcycle
Championships lor some years now.
In fact, Red Eud has been holding
races since betore many of Iaday's
competitors were even born. Its natu-
ral layout winds through the large
rolling hills that make ug this fast and
famous course. However, Red Bud has
a few obstacles that stand out from the
others and help define the track as an
excellent test of man and machine.

—r
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RED BUD

COOL OBSTACLES

The tirst obstacle the rider will en
counter is a fifth gear downhill plunge
known as the "Ski Jump.” The fastest
riders can really air it out over this
part of the track, yet it's still safe for
amateur riders as well. Another part
of the track that gets the spectator’s
interesl is a set of two triple jumps in a
row. Most riders will only double
these, but a lew pros go for it all. Doug
Gust was the only rider to successfully
complete both sels of chasms this
vear, although Greg Sluart and Tim
Siple both gave it a Iry in practice but
carne up shorl, sending both riders to
the dirt.

The remainder of the track includes
several large hill seclions, a plateau
jump, a whoop seclion and a finish
line tablelop jump.

HEAT STREAK

When the yate dropped for the firsl
of the two P1o heats, it became evident
that Gary Denton was up to his usual
form, looking for his second win of the
season. Also for the second time in this
season 250 Pro class rookie Travis
Spader was hol on Denton's heols. Nol
1o be: lett hehincd, Tim Parr and Shane
Hill were also in the Tianl bt couldiy
get by Dpader At the chockers il was
Denton, followed by Spader, Hill aned
Turr.

Hoeat two leatured round-lwo winner
Dougy Gust and iop contenders Siaart,

The Chino Charger: How does Gary
Denton keep winning all these quad
races? Could it be that he runs the most
front-wheel camber we have ever seen?

2

Taking a div-: Busy competitor Butch Le dy left the 30+ class in spectacular fashion as
he ¢ rtwhe I d into the first turn during the first moto. He was not only uninjured, but
he g th- -d himself up and finished a r-spectabl- sixth over-li in the highly competi-

tive 250A division.

: : = . .
B g " O -

What the heck are these?: New York’s Ryan Sturzenbecker (3)

Brotherly love: Charles Kirkpa

trick (left) and Tom Kirkpatﬁé;

and Oklahoma’s Coby Brookshire (111) battled for the lead in the

duke it out in the 85cc 12-15 age group class on their Suzuki- 60cc 6-11 age group class on these unique custom-built quads.
powered custom quads. Tom showed no mercy on his brother Both are powered by 60cc two-stroke Kawasaki dirt bike

and finished third in the first moto.

engines. Brookshire came out on top with a 1-1 score.
SEPTEMBER 1994 DIRT WHEELS 67
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Open-class

warfaré.; fh; 5_008 class had nearly four t;’mes as many entries as the floun-

dering Open Pro/Am division and featured a great battle for the top positions betw-en
the Banshees of Delaware’s Darin Hobbs (311) and West Virginia's Brian Buckhannon
(2). Buckhannon got the narrow overall win with his 1-1 finish over Hobbs’ 2-2.

?1,

W) S ﬁ;&‘_‘j*;xf??'f"trj

Going for the gold: Triple-jumper Doug Gust seemed to be the only rider to give

Denton a run for his money. They each won their respective first motos and when
they came head-to-head in the second moto, Denton got the holeshot while Gust
was stuck back in 15th. By the end of the race Gust had battied his way up to sec-

ond, being careful not to land on anybody!

Dave Kisler, Aaron Duggan and hol
rookies Siple and Thune Lamdwerlen.
Gust put his considerible jumping tal
enls to good use and amassed o prelty
good lead. Try as it mighi, the pack
found itsel in a batlle for second. At
the finish line it was triple-jumping
Gust in firsl, with Stuurt in second,
Kister in third and Mike Muniaci and
Siple just behind. With Denton and

68 DIRT WHEELS / SEPTEMBER 1994

Gusl bolh taking heal race wins, the
slage was sel for a classic battle be-
Iween the lwo velerans in the main.
250 PRO SHOW

As the new slarling gale slammed
down and the puck hurled itselt into
the firsl tuin, oul came Denlon in the
Jead, followed by former mini star
Todd Vescovi, who Wrunsierred o the
main from the l.ast-Chance Qualilier.

Doing the double triples: Doug Gust was
definitely the crowd favorite, as he was the
only rider all weekend able to master the
two triple jumps. Fellow leapers Tim Siple
and Greg Stuart came up short in practice
and bailed on these same obstacles.

Third place was pretly much a loss-up
as Hift, Sluart, Darren Naccaralo, Farr,
Kister and mosl of the puck swapped
positions in a passing [renzy.

As the spectators ran to the opposite
side of the Irack eagerly awaiting o
big launch from Gusi, it quickly be-
cume evident that it would not come
loo soon. Gust got a terrible starl and
was in 14th place with the unenviable
task of having to work thiough the
best riders in the nation if he was
going to inanage: a win.

Al the front of the puck Denion was
holding off upstart Vescovi, who him-
self was dealing wilh more than
enough excitement Irom the chal-




RED B'U'D RESULTS: 250B 4-STROKE
RED BUD NATIONAL . B. Warner; 2. ] Hiehe; 3. ], Sleele;
e — Red Bud, MI 4.]. Pery; 5. G. Tiller
500B
250 PRO 1. B. Buckhann; 2. D. Hobbs;
1. Gary Denlon; 2. Doug Gusl; 3. R. Lauriize; 4. K. Klimach; 5. T. Genlz
3. Greg Stuarl; 4. Travis Spader; 25+
5. Shane Hitt 1. 8. Kahle; 2. G. Pittman;
PRO/AM 4-STROKE 3. T. Gentz 4. B. Gaggin: 5. ]. Risner
1. . Goodman; 2. B. Fiesler; 30+
3. M. Burns; 4. 8. McMillic; 1. C. Berger; 2. C. Hodgson:
5. T Miller 3. D. While; 4. M. Heilman: 5. ]. Swank
500 PRO/AM WOMEN
1. M. Burns; 2. R. Lampron; 1. H. Rose; 2. M. Swanlk: 3. A. Quevr-
3. M. Arthur; 4. D. White eaux; 4. L. Beregsas
250A 200
1. H. Goodman; 2. ]. Rastrell; L. D. Nichols; 2. $. Tidey; 3. B. Male;
3. B. McKinney; 4. K. Lausre 4. L. Cooper; 5. D. Hobbs
250A PRO/AM SUPER MOD 85 12-15
1. T. Spader; 2. B. McKinney; 1.C. Burns; 2. C. Sumner; 3. D. Law-
3. C. Berger; 4. T. Landwerl; son; 4. |. Porterfield; 5. T. Kirckpeatrick
5. R. Gosherl 85 12-15 STOCK
| 250B 1. C. Burns; 2. K. Emmert; 3. K. Gris-
1.]. Gust; 2. B. Tapp; 3. R. lwerls: son; 4. D. Lawson; 5. N, Dallas
4. T. Miller; 5. S. Bryans 60 6-11
T 1=y e [ 250C I. C. Brookshe; 2. R. Sturznbe;
Aerial assault: Justin White leads Harold 1. R. Bell; 2. ]. Thompson; 2. W. Call; 3. N. Tuttle; 4. ]. Maynard;
Goodman during a hot 250A battle. White 4. C. Taplon; 5. M. Hopkins 5. A. Camphbell
eventually dropped back giving the win to
Goodman.
lengers bebiindd, Guel was on @ mic- aver both sels hic oo checaod « il Lot Bis ool cven though he Lne w
sion al Hae poinl and bogar o ool ing odly o they trged him too ok Gl v closing ing Dealon ol
rider one o tione Wil lwe bage to learder Denton, One cor 't ey s ovetall with the win, while crowd horeo
aco, the Wiseomsin vicler linolly had a en Netional lilles by anabing meaabe o, G fineshed second i the main, lol
clear shor co the dnpdess A he sodled however, and on the ol lop Deandeny dowad ey Shooed,
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OHLINS FRONT/REAR SHOCKS

Banshees. Quadracers, and TRX Hondas are all taned with Ohlins. Phe
top Pros all use Ohlins becanse there is nothing betier: Swedish
metallurgy. state of the art design, and a reputation ciuned at tracks all
over the world. 1 performance is important 10 you, there is only one
choice. .Obling!

Our new TRN 230R fromt shoek Jeatures 2- 127 more travel while
retaining the standard height. Charge whoops with confidence! Revalve
your stock shock for improved performance: $1300 Oil change- $05.
Each shock is ser up individually for you. There is no “standard” scetting.
All Ohlins shocks come with o 60 day set-up e

-

A
W)

warranty to guaranicee your satisfaction, J - L
= —r r— —— .

“With the new longer travel Ohlins, I can 'pin’ the whoops with
confidence. Even in torture races like the Texas National this year,
there is virtually no fade. The action is the smoothest I've ever tested,
AT the level of competition we experience these days, you're foolish to
race with anything but Ohlins.”

—Gary Denton. Seven-l'ime National Champion

Regina Chain - Also available irim Noleen for vour Al V, starting at $72.45
Send $3.00 for ‘94 Noleen Catalog — refundable wjth arder.

16276 Koala Road,
Adelanto, CA 92301
619/246-5000
Sax 619/246-5001




AATVA GNC: ROUND 6

CISING 1 1IN AT BO Y
Denton Barker Mendenhall 2 g\ BY PHIL BECKMAN
and Sparks steal the show in Texas &Rt |2 5"

Louis Seefried

e




he AATVA Grand Mationel
Championship season
reachect the hallway point 1o

1987, as 406 riders rolled inlo Mike
Kidd's Boyd Raceway near Fi. Worlh,
Texas, to do baltle on the country's
premier TT course. The mullitude of
compelitors and supporters were
treated todeal conditions. as mild (for
Texas) temperatues and clear skies
combined with the dust tree. consistent
racing suiface and a well organized
program o make this the high point of
what thus fai has been a disappointing
series (wealhei-wise, see lhe
accompanying sidelir)

Following the usuat schedule ol
events at Boyd. the pro racmg program
ook place Saturday atternoon and
evening. In all the pro clisses excepl
the 250cc 4-Wheeot 2 Strokes, the heat
races were used lo detenmne starting
positions (o1 the nean events teveryone
translened lo the tinalsy With the

SEPTEMBER 1987
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT, Denton (3} and Trey (22) lead the 250cc

2-Stroke charge into turn one, with Watts (46), Ruple (32} and Burman (15)
chasing; “Boobie” Linder (125) had a good night, second in the 3-Wheel
final; Bob Dally (7) smoked the Odysseys, leadin? wire to wire; Jeff Barker

was one popular guy following his Open 4-Whee

coming in front of his hometown fans.

maimimoth 250 4 Wheel 2-Strokes,
however, it took eight heat races, three
seini-finals and two last-chance
consolation races 1o pare the field
down 1o a realistic number qualilied to
go for the generous $4000 purse.

250 4-WHEEL
4-STROKES

The tirst main event of the night was
for the 4 Whee! 4 Stioke division.
Perennial thumper king Curtis Sparks
shot out ol twin one with the lead on
his Sparks Racing-tuned Honda 250X,
and he: was slill there when the
checkered llag flew 20 laps later.
Mickey Duniap and Ron Fields, both on
Powioll-built Kawasaki Mojaves, gave
chase after working past your humble

win, his first big victory

narrator and the ATV Sports Project
250X, but Sparks was too far out front
lo be caught. TC Racing's Lance
Goeliner was a close fifth on another
Honda.

OPEN 4-WHEELERS

The big bikes were next, and after
one restart due lo a tangle in turn one,
local hero Jeff Barker grabbed an
immediate lead with his L.C.S.-tuned
Yamaha Banshee. Following closely
were Suzuki teammates Rodney Gentry
and Jeff Walls, who gradually opened
a gap between themselves and a wild
scramble for fourth belween Gienn
Hess (Yam), Jim Putman (Suz), John
Neary (Suz) and Don Turk (Suz).

As Barker stretched his lead over
Genlry and Watts, Hess diopped back
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l ELEC i] rhi_ IERWVENY S
ABOVE, Curtis Sparks finally put it
all together, winning both his heat
and the 4-Stroke main. RIGHT,
Denton pops open the bubbly as
Jeff Watts and Aaron Ruple look on.
BELOW, promoter Mike Kidd
consoles his brother Gary after a
rare off night.

with mechanical difficulties and Turk
spun oul, while Gary Denton (Suz) and
Steve Mendenhall (Yam) moved into
the thick ol lhings. On lap 186, aftel
some major bumping and shoving at
the end of the fast front stiaight during
this intense batlie for tourth,
Mendenhall came oul ahead of Neaiy,
Denton, Putman, Charles Bowei (Suz)
and Allen Knowles (Suz). Bower
continued his charge, moving past both
Neary and Pulman in the remaining
laps.

But the race belonged to Boyd
regulai Barker, as he made no
mistakes and secured a comfy and
very populai win over Gentry, with
Watts not far behind. These three were
a country mile ahead of the rest.

250 3-WHEELERS

Mendenhall had to climb off his
Banshee and jump right onto his Tii-Z2
for the next event, the well-attencled
(for a change) 3-Wheel final. Apparenily
Steve's fainiliarity with the fast, smooth
track was an advantage, as he stole
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the holeshot anc rode unmolested the
iest of the way. kovin Rowtand (Hon)
was in hol pursuil, hut soon cooked his
motor, allowing Byion “Booby' Linder
{Kaw) into seconcd, with Mike Woodring
(Yam), Ray Crews (Hon), Ray Lawless
(Hon) and Jainie Jones (Hon) trailing.

Mendenhall was hauling, and he had
buiit an impossible lead by the haliway
point. Linder was in a safe second, but
both Woodring and Ciews would fall to
Lawless by the end, with Jones follow-
Ing suit to make the linal order
Mendenhall, Linder, Lawless, Jones,
Woodring and Crews

ODYSSEYS

While not runining lor any type of
series points anymoire, promoter Mike
Kidd added Pio Qdysseys as a support
class. Bob Dally lorged to the front
when the staiting light went green, and
he never looked back Mike Crait, a
paraplegic, ran second ahead of '86
Qdyssey champ Dan Hamillon, but
Crafl's. brakes soon failed. and
Hanulon slipped past a lew laps later

Thatl was all the farther Crafl would
fall, though, as he held third the 1est of
the way behind Dally and Hamilton,
staying ahead of Steve Alsup. Ben
Autill and the rest of the pack.

250 4-WHEEL
2-STROKES

Suzuki's Gary Denton, who won this
evenl last year, executed yel another
ol his Don Garlits-lype starts to
slingshot into the lead of the ultra-
compelitive 250cc 4-Wheel 2-Slioke
division Ted Trey (Hon), Jeti Watts
(Suz). Aaron Ruple (Hon), Sean Finley
(Kaw), Roger Burman (Hon) and Mike
Bergman (Suz) followed Denton after
the first lap, but Trey was soon to drop
back, as first Ruple then Finley had
chaiged past by the lourth go-round.

As Walls closed slightly on Denton’s
Ray Hunold-prepped, Paul Turner-tuned
Quad, a 1eal move was being made by
Allen Mathis (Hon), who apparently
came out of retirement lor just this
race. Mathis picked off Bergman,

ATV Snarie




Burman, Trey, Brian Joski (Suz) and
Ken Delk (Hon), then moved right up
on Finley, who was running a distant
fourth. With just a few laps remaining,
Mathis made the pass on the surprised
Team Green rider, setting the final
standings for the night. Denton held off
Watts to break the dreaded factory

i

rider jinx (this was the first win for a
team rider here), with Ruple finishing
an outstanding third ahead of Mathis,
Finley, Burman, Donny Banks (Hon),
Bergman and Marty Hart, who had
started dead last after a first-turn get-
off. Kel Kennell (Hon) completed the
top ten. oy

RESULTS, AATVA GNC,
ROUND 6, BOYD, TEXAS

PRO: 250 4-Wheel 2-Stroke: 1. Gary
Denton (Suz);, 2. Jeff Watts (Suz); 3.
Aaron Ruple (Hon); 4. Allen Mathis
(Hon); 5. Sean Finley (Kaw); 6. Roger
Burman (Hon); 7. Donny Banks (Hon); 8.
Mike Bergman (Suz); 9. Marty Hart
(Hon); 10. Kel Kenneil (Hon). 250
4-Wheel 4-Stroke: 1. Curtis Sparks
(Hon);, 2. Mickey Duniap (Kaw), 3. Ron
Fields (Kaw); 4. Phil Beckman (Hon); 5.
Lance Goellner (Hon). Open 4-Wheel: 1.
Jeff Barker (Yam), 2. Rodney Gentry
(Suz); 3. Jeff Watts (Suz), 4, Steve Men-
denhall (Yam); 5. Gary Denton (Suz); 6.
Charles Bower (Suz), 7. John Neary
(Suz); 8. Jim Putman (Suz), 9. Allen
Knowles (Suz), 10. Gary Wood. 250
3-Wheel: 1. Steve Mendenhall (Yam); 2.
Byron Linder (Kaw), 3. Ray Lawless
(Hon), 4. Jamie Jones (Hon); 5. Mlke
Woodring (Yam). Odysseys: 1. Bob
Dally; 2. Dan Hamllton; 3. Mike Craft; 4.
Steve Alsup; 5. Ben Aufill.

AMATEUR: 200 3 WhIl. 4-Strk.: 1.
Brlan Mayo (Hon); 2. Rob Bozarth
(Hon); 3. Tim McCarey (Hon). 250
3-Whl.: 1. James Tabor (Hon); 2. Charlle
Potts; 3. Brlan Mayo (Hon). Open
3-whl.; 1. Davld Henderson (Hon); 2.
Terry Birks (Yam); 3. Tim Bond (Hon).
250 4-Whl. 4-Strk.: 1. Jackle Meadows
(Kaw); 2. Jason Lowe (Suz); 3. Jim
Phlipot (Hon). 250 4-whl. 2-Strk.: 1.
Donnle Wilison (Hon); 2. Erlc Wood
(Suz); 3. Vince Jones (Hon). Open
4-Whl, 4-Strk.: 1. Jeff Berry (Yam). Open
4-Whi, 2-Strk.: 1, Randall Hinton (Suz);
2. David Dairs (Yam); 3. Eric Wood
(Suz). Masters: 1. Ernie Hoback (Suz); 2.
Buddy Roufs (Hon); 3. Dale Bostic
(Kaw). Women: 1. Cheryl Bryan (Suz); 2.
Elizabeth Callendar (Hon), 3. Shelly
May (Hon). Class 2 Odyssey: 1. William
Stutz; 2. Doug McCurdy; 3. David
Balatinez.

YOUTH: 60 Stock: 1. Jamie Kendall
(Yam); 2. Terry Evans (Yam); 3. Robbie
Berry (Yam). 60 Mod.: 1. Don Plunk
(Hon); 2. Boot Philllps (Kaw); 3. Todd
Cilaborn (Kaw). 80 Stock: 1. Mitch Gray
(Suz); 2. Justin Ledbetter (Suz); 3. Mike
Carr (Yam). 80 Mod.: 1. Brandon Hays
(Kaw); 2. Jeff Peace (Kaw); 3. Robert
Martin (Hon). 125cc: 1. Bobby Ecker
(Hon); 2. Brian Shell (Kaw). 200 3-Whi.:
1. Terry Osborn (Hon); 2. Billy Martin
(Hon); 3. Bobby Ecker (Hon).

i i

ABOVE, exiting turn one after the Open 4-Wheel start, Barker (82) shows
an immediate advantage over Suzuki teamsters Rodney Gentry (1), Jeff
Watts (46) and Jim Putman (21). Gentry and Watts were the only ones who
could keep the Banshee in sight, finishing in this position. The pro classes
raced for a total purse of $12,000—not bad!
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THE SAN ANTONIO GNC
IT JUST WASN'T MEANT TO BE

Perhaps we had simply been
having unusually good luck during the
first two years of the Grand National
series. During the 1985 and '86
seasons the series had received only
the occasional sprinkle of precipi-
tation, never enough to cause even
minor problems

But in 1987 we are having the
worst luck imaginable, all that poten-
tial rain (and snow!) seemingly saved
up for this season. Out of the seven
events scheduled to this point, four
have been adversely affected by the
weather. Up until the last round,
though, all the events did at least take
place. Up until San Antonio.

Things were looking bad for the
event a full three weeks ahead of
race weekend. The Central Texas
area had been under a virtually
constant rain cloud, bringing the
rainfall to something like 15 inches
above normal for the year, eight for
the month. Local lakes and rivers had
reached and sometimes exceeded
record levels, and the forecasters
dign't see much change on the
horizon

As the racers began arriving later
In the weelk, they found what should
have been expected: a molocross
course that in places looked like a

championship mud beg. The mood
was grim, but by gawd thase were al/-
lerrain vehicles, and they'd be run-
ning, rain or shine! Al that point it had
at leas!t stopped raining.

Promoter Jim Savoie and his hard-
working crew somehow, someway
were able to get the track into in-
credibly good shape for Friday night's
practice. Riders were circulating
pretty well without gettling stuck or
even very dirty. Things were looking
up! p

Then at dawn on Saturday, aimost
like an execution, the skies opened
up with a torrential downpour that
would have impressed Noah himself.
The nearby Atascosa River went over
its banks and sent a good 12 inches
of moving water over what had been
one of the better tracks on the circuit.

Without needing to make a formal
announcement, a GNC event was
cancelled for the first time in the
series' brief history (at this point it
has not been rescheduled) With
deep regrets, Savoie refunded the
racers’ enlry fees and was left to
regroup from what he estimated io be
a quarter-million dolar loss, although
this turned out to be a hit
exaggerated. It was definilely a dark
day on the GNC Irail. @
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After the Finals,
promoter Mike
Kidd (far right)
held a Dash for
Cash. Priva-
teer Alan
Mathis took
the win and
split the $900
fackpot with
alucky fanin
the stands.
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TEAM UP
WITH

HI-FLITE

usa

m.mv:

STANDARD ATV SEAT $54.95
DESERT ATV SEAT $59.95
PLUS SHIPPING ~ CAL RES. ADD 6% TAX

OTHER SEAT MODELS AVAILABLE
COLORS: BLACK, BLUE OR RED

o QUALITY ONE PIECE MOLDED FOAM AND
HEAVY DUTY DOUBLE STITCHED COVER.
o INSTALLS ON STOCK SEAT PAN.

1O ORDER, SEND MONEY ORDER OR
CHECK, YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS, YOUR
ATV MAKE, MODEL, YEAR AND COLOR OF
COVER YOU WANT.

TO: HI-FLITE USA

4020 W. CHANDLER AVE.

SANTA ANA, CA 92704

FOR C.O.D. TELEPHONE ORDERS
CALL 744-979-4840

Already a proven threat at motocross
events, Rodney Gentry has shown he's a
force to be reckoned with on the TT cir-
cuit. But at Boyd, Rodney's youth and
aggressiveness had to play bridesmalid to
Denton's experience and track savvy.
Although Rodney lost the 250 titie to Den-
ton at Boyd, he stiii holds a commanding
lead in the 500 Class.

A small 250 Pro Three-Wheel turnout didn’t
affect the Intensity of the racing. Byron
Linder (125) and Glen liles diced for the
three-wheeled win, with Byron getting the
checkered flag flrst at the finish.

Promoter Mike Kidd's brother Gary rode to
respectable finishes In the 250 Pro ciass
(sixth) on his Kawasaki Tecate-4.

John Neary, riding with a cast on his wrist,
made up for his mostly off season by tak-
ing fifth in the 500 Pro class aboard his
Suzukl Quadracer.

Give that man a cookie. Dynamic Don Turk
continues to race on a shoestring budget,
work on his own bikes and show he's the
man the factories have to beat. Turk
Monster is ieading the Mickey Thompson
series with only one race remalning (Las
Vegas), so he st has a shot at beating the
factories at their own game.

The man who would be king. Powrolf's
Ron Fieids has consistently put in hard
rides in the 250 Pro Four-Stroke class, and
with one race remalining, It iooks as
though he has a very good chance of win-
ning the championship over arch-rivals
Mickey Dunlop and Curlis Sparks. Fieids
and Dunlop had a bar-banger at Boyd, with
Mickey barely edging Ron for the win.
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led by LCS-sponsored Jelf Barker was set to
battle the virtually unbeatable Suzuki 500
Quads that had been dominating the series
thus far. Barker had pulled a win oul of the bag
here at Boyd earlier in lhe szason and is always
a threat on a smooth, fast TT track.

Throw in ihe factory leam ol Kawasaki (Jim-
my While and Sean Finley), the Honda sup-
port squad of Roger Burman and Marty Harl,
and the usual assortment of hungry privateers,
and you had the ingredienls for a firsl-rate
battle.

The only thing left to do now was lo pil riders
and machines against each other and the
{rack, and see who would claim the bragging
rights for Texas TTing. O

RESULTS: BOYD, TEXAS TT

NATIONALS
2R FOUR WHEERL PR 250 FOUR-WHEEL
[ Ciary nn,.m [ FOUK-STROKE PRO
i ry Sz ) Mirkey Dunlap Fuw
Jont Hon 2 Renaid Fields Faw
1 Alan hat h: htn 3 ﬂohl:-'/ Wil Hem
5 Ji!n:) ‘"n!l 4. Curtis Syerks Hun
5. Phil Backigan Hor
250 THRER-WHEEL PRO
I Byron Lovder Kaw
2. Glen Hles Hon
3 Ray Fawlers Hon
sar 4 David Allen Hon
5. felt Whate Hen

| barvican
i 1. Id,uh a1
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Rodney Gentry, 500cc AATVA Grand National Champion

During the AATVA Grand National Series, our yellow was anything
but mellow In fact, the competition found it impossibly tough—to beat.

By the final, we showed em our true colors by taking the top three
spots in both classes. In the 250 class, Gary Denton ran a blue streak to first,
with Rodney Gentry and Jeff Watts trailing close behind. In the 500 class,
Rodney Gentry proved he was the best—and the brightest—with Don Turk

Tine i MOTORCYCLE WORLD sudio with Lari v Hufoman, spossored by Suzuki. Sunde = | 101 14
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Gary Denton, 250cc AATVA Grand National Champion
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and Gary Denton nabbing 2nd and 3rd places respectively.
Naturally, such glowing performances could be the
product of only one machine; the Suzuki QuadRacer.
We cant wait until next year to do it all over again. Until P
then, you'll recognize the competition by the new color t - 0
theyre wearing—black. R

1S 0E e ROLA Los Angales, NTRA San Diego, WM San Fyanerionand K'Y 1O Savramienio, s SUZUKI

Right on, Suzuki
o 5
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DG PIPES AND SiI.ENCERS NAT'L PIPE

(CLEAR COATED)
QuodSpoﬂ 80 $12995.
QuadRacer 250 from. $15795.
QuodRacer 500 $16795.
POLARIS
Trait 250s.. $15795
Trail 3505. $167.95
KAWASAKI
Tecale-4 $157.95
Tecale3. $147.57

NAT’L PIPE
AND OVAL
NA.

$20795
$217.95.

$207.95.
$2i795.

$20795.
419795

XTREME PIPE

XTREME PIPE

(NICKEL PLATED) AND OVAL
$164.95. N/A
$189.95. $239.95
$199.95. $249.95
$189.95 $239.95
$199.95. $249 95
NA MN/A
N/A. H/A
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BLASTER

DG PERFORMANCE SPECIALTES N Pries Subjecfo Change Wihout otka

Gary Denton Photo Thanks fo Dirt Wlmls Mogazine

DG PIPES AND SILENCERS NATL PIPE NATL PIPE XTREME PIPE  XTREME PIPE
(CLEAR COATED) AND OVAL (NICKEL PLATED)  AND OVAL
Denlon IRX250R WA, NA $209.95 $259.95
FourTrax 250R from ........ i .3157 95 e i 320795, $189.95 423995
ATC 250R from.. $134.95 $19795...... $189.95.. 323995
FL250 Odyssey from :147.95 N/A.........” e i N A NA
L350 Odyssey from.... 167.95 NA. NA NA
YAMAHA
Blasier 200. $147.95 197.95 $179.95..... $22995
THZ250. $157.95 207.95 $18995.........  $23995
Banshee 350 Twin $249.95 369.95 $319.95 341995
Four/Tri-Zinger 60 $104.95 N/A N/A NA
TiMolo 125175 $104.95 N/A N/A /A




|1 Shocks-Banshees,
|| Quadracers, and TRX
|l Hondas are all tamed
| with Ohlins. The Top
—— — - Pros all use Ohlins
because thereis nothmg better Swedlsh metatlurgy, state-of-
the-art design, and a reputation earned at tracks
alt over the world.
If performance Is important to you, there is
only one choice . . . Ohlins!
Our new TRX 250R front shocks feature 2%"
more trave! while retaining the standard
height. Charge whoops with confidence!
Revalve your stock shock for improved
| performance - $115.00. Oil Change - $65.00
Each shock ns set-up individually for you.
There is no “standard” setting. All Ohlins
1 shocks come with a 60-day set-up warranty
to guarantee your satisfaction.

REGINA CHAIN

Super high strength and durability! For the

discriminating buyer who demands the best

(starting at $7245

ANSWER BARS

Lightweiryiit bars in a bend that makes riding easy

UNI FILTERS

UNI's unique dual lip sealing area keeps the dirt away from your
motar Maximum air flow is also achieved.

(C

)1 Ohlins Front/Rear I'i

Z\.’L LZ_ AU

GARY DENTON

Five-Time Champion - On Ohlins Suspension:

“"With the new longer travel Ohlins, | can
“Pin” the whoops with confidence. Even

in torture races like the Texas National
this year, there is virtually no fade. The
actionis the smoothest I've ever tested.
At the level of competition we exper:ence
these days, you're foolish [
to race with

anythngg bu.r0 A _
Ohlins. z“\j

2141 E. Philadelphia, #T
Ontario, Calif. 91761-7742
Ph: (714) 947-5773

Fax: (714) 947-1513
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